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Achieving sustainable disarmament

Part 2  .

By Jayantha Dhanapala (United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs) 

The end of the cold war in the following decade gave rise to widespread hopes for a bountiful peace dividend, as resources would finally be freed to meet compelling economic and social needs. Yet, expenditures continued on weapons of mass destruction, the development of new weapons technologies and on conventional weapons. While it is true that global military expenditure has now declined to some $740 billion (1998 levels: Editor), many of the peoples of the United Nations have still seen little of either the dividend or peace. 

And what have been the fruits of this massive investment? Here is what the United Nations Development Programme's (UNDP) Human Development Report for 1998 had to say about this last decade: Armed conflict has killed 2 million children, disabled 4 to 5 million, and left 12 million homeless, more than 1 million orphaned or separated from their parents and some 10 million psychologically traumatised. The UNDP report also noted that overall civilian fatalities have risen dramatically in wars over the course of this century. The opportunity costs of these armed conflicts remain alarming. The UNDP reports that such conflict, destroys years of progress in building social infrastructure, establishing functioning government institutions, fostering community-level solidarity and social cohesion and promoting economic development. Is it unrealistic to expect that such conditions will only breed new cycles of violence and arms races and fresh demands for additional small arms and light weapons?

Sustainable disarmament

Now, in 1998, we find ourselves considering the same old conundrum involving development and disarmament that vexed our predecessors and our attention is drawn inevitably back to the question of what is sustainable? Sustainable development has been discussed in recent years largely in terms relating to the need to balance economic growth with care for the environment, which we hold in trust for future generations. I do not need to elaborate its definition.


But sustainable disarmament is a more elusive concept. The recent nuclear detonations in South Asia underscore the futility of any global security framework that seeks to divide the world permanently into classes of nuclear haves and have-nots. History has not been kind to this approach. It failed in 1949, 1952, 1960, 1964, 1974 and again in 1998 when additional countries detonated their first nuclear devices. And it failed with respect to other states that acquired bomb capabilities without testing. The architects of global security for the coming millennium, therefore, can no longer credibly argue that the world has only one choice, between nuclear apartheid and nuclear anarchy. There is indeed a choice to be made, but it is between a nuclear-weaponized world and a nuclear-weapon-free world. And the only sustainable choice is nuclear disarmament. But what is sustainable with respect to conventional arms? The historian Paul Kennedy has gone so far as to attribute the fall of the greatest of powers to excessive arms expenditures. And the impact of excessive arms in poor countries is even more tragic, as the UNDP has shown. Such arms not only limit social and economic options in such societies, but also increase the risks and costs of violence, a dynamic which is worsened by the constant acquisition of additional arms. Though Article 51 of the Charter clearly recognises the inherent right to self-defence, Article 26 identifies the additional and I believe sustainable goal of promoting this security, with the least diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic resources. http://www.iansa.org/documents/un/un_pub/statements/un11.htm

Jayantha Dhanapala was the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs. This article is an excerpt from a speech delivered by Mr. Dhanapala on behalf of Secretary- General Kofi Annan at the International Conference on Sustainable Disarmament for Sustainable Development in Brussels, Belgium on 12 October 1998.

FIRST BIENNIAL MEETING ON UN PLAN TO END ILLICIT SMALL ARMS TRADE TO OPEN MONDAY 7th July 

The first Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects kicked off on Monday 7th July and ran through to 11th July. The meeting was a major part of the follow-up process to the 2001 UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, which adopted the action plan formally known as the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects. The follow-up process also provides for a review conference to be held no later than 2006. The Conference succeeded in placing the issue –- which Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called a “global scourge” -- on the international agenda. Small arms and light weapons kill more than half a million people each year –- including 300,000 in armed conflict and 200,000 from homicides and suicides -- of which 90 per cent are civilians. In the 1990s, small arms were the weapons of choice in 47 of 49 major conflicts. The Programme of Action identifies national, regional and global measures, including: legislation on illegal manufacturing, possession, stockpiling and trade in small arms; stockpile management and destruction of weapons confiscated, seized, or collected; identification and tracing of the illicit arms; international cooperation and assistance to States to strengthen their ability to identify and trace the illicit weapons; and public awareness campaigns. During a press conference earlier today, Ambassador Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan briefed correspondents in her capacity as Chair-designate of the upcoming Conference. She stressed that the issue of small arms and light weapons was a multidimensional one that should be tackled through global and regional harmonization, as well as by national initiatives. One of the meeting’s aims would be to show the various areas of disarmament where multilateral approaches could function very well, she said. It would be the first opportunity for Member States to assess comprehensively the level to which the Programme of Action had been implemented since it was negotiated two years ago. States would be able to discuss lessons learned and best practices for better implementation. 

http://www.un.org/news
A New Concept of Security 

A timely extract from Willy Brandt's report 'North-South: A Programme for Survival'

"An important task of constructive international policy will have to consist in providing a new, more comprehensive understanding of 'security' which would be less restricted to the purely military aspects.

 In the global context true security cannot be achieved by a mounting build up of weapons-defence in the narrow sense-but only by providing basic conditions for peaceful relations between nations, and solving not only the military but also the non-military problems which threaten them. The arms race, in which each participant acts in the name of national security-too limited a view of national security-has produced a situation in which the extinction of mankind is a real possibility. The goal of building up a globally respected peace-keeping mechanism, powerful enough to prevent conflicts turning into warfare, should be kept constantly in mind. A strengthened role for he United Nations in securing the integrity of states should result in the reduction of national military expenditures, thus freeing resources for more constructive purposes, including development assistance.

Our survival depends not on military balance, but on global cooperation to ensure a sustainable biological environment, and sustainable prosperity based on equitably shared resources. Much of the insecurity in the world is connected with the divisions between the rich and poor countries-grave injustice and mass starvation causing additional instability. Yet the research and the funds which could help put an end to poverty and hunger are now pre-empted by military uses. The threatening arsenals grow, and spending on other purposes which could make them less necessary is neglected. If military expenditures can be controlled and some of the savings related to development, the worlds security can be increased, and the mass of mankind currently excluded from a decent life can have a brighter future."

Published by Pan Books 1980

FIRST REVIEW OF GLOBAL EFFORTS TO CURB SMALL ARMS TRADE HAILS PROGRESS IN JUST TWO YEARS 

Barely two years after the adoption of a United Nations action plan to eradicate the illicit small arms trade, worldwide progress had been made in public disclosures about the origins, destinations, modus operandi and profiling of groups engaged in the global scourge, according to the chairperson of a key UN meeting. The first Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects wrapped up a week-long meeting at UN Headquarters in New York on Friday 11th July. Chairperson Kuniko Inoguchi of Japan hailed the progress that has occurred since the 2001 UN Conference on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, which adopted the Programme of Action. She said that a key element in moving forward was new or amended national legislation, with over 90 countries now reporting that they had domestic laws to govern the illicit manufacture, possession and trade in weapons. Regional and global cooperation was also growing, especially with respect to brokering, but States should agree on guidelines for authorizing exports, imports and the transit of small arms and light weapons, Ms. Inoguchi urged. She also observed that the destruction of almost half of an estimated total of over 4 million weapons collected and disposed of during the last decade had taken place over the past two years. The diversion of legitimate stocks was estimated as one of the main avenues for acquiring illicit weapons, and participants had agreed that assistance was needed to improve the security of armouries. Small arms and light weapons kill more than half a million people each year - including 300,000 in armed conflict and 200,000 from homicides and suicides - of which 90 per cent are civilians. In the 1990s, small arms were the weapons of choice in 47 of 49 major conflicts. The Programme of Action identifies national, regional and global measures, including: legislation on illegal manufacturing, possession, stockpiling and trade in small arms; stockpile management and destruction of weapons confiscated, seized, or collected; identification and tracing of the illicit arms; international cooperation and assistance to States to strengthen their ability to identify and trace the illicit weapons; and public awareness campaigns.

http://www.un.org/news 

The War Business 
Everything About it is Appalling
By: Douglas Mattern - 04/13/03

With apology to Irving Berlin: 


There's no business like war business, like no business so low 
Everything about it is appalling, everything that greed will allow 
Nowhere Do you get that sickening feeling as when they're selling arms like now 
There's no people like war people who smile when they make dough 
Whether selling guns or tanks, it's just more money in their banks 
Which keeps politicians in their ranks, so they can go on with the show 
And what a show!

We are now in the third year of the new century and we stand bewildered by what happened to the wonderful expressions of hope and joy that were expressed in the millennium celebrations. Today the world is a mirror image of the 20th century, which was the most brutal and destructive in human history. A major factor is the war business that promotes militarism and conflict while producing enormous financial profit. A tragic indicator of the values of our civilization is that "There's no business like war business." 
Just think of all the missiles, bombs, etc. that will be replaced for profit by the armament industry after the current U.S. military assault on Iraq. In the first 14 days the U.S. dropped over 8,700 bombs, including more than 3,000 cruise missiles. This includes cluster bombs, which is one of the most barbaric weapons ever created by the human mind. Cruise missiles cost over $500,000 each. The Apache Longbow Helicopter costs about 22 million dollars each. The Bradley Fighting Vehicle costs over 1.2 million dollars. Each B-1 Stealth bomber costs over $2 billion. Today it's Iraq on the receiving end of U.S. bombing. 

This country seems to have a proclivity for bombing small developing countries. Over the past several decades the list includes: Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Cuba, Indonesia, Grenada, Lebanon, Libya, Sudan, Bosnia, Afghanistan, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Panama, Congo, and Iraq the first time around. 
Since 1992, the U.S. exported over $142 billion dollars worth of weapons to states around the world. This macabre world market is dominated by the U.S., which accounted for nearly half of all weapon sales in 2001, more than $12 billion dollars for U.S. manufacturers. The Center for International Policy estimates that about 80 percent of U.S. arms exports to the developing world go to non-democratic regimes. 
Of the active conflicts in 1999, the U.S. supplied weapons or military training to parties in 39 of 42 conflicts. Other leading nations in this "merchants of death" business include Russia, France, Great Britain, China, Germany, and to a lesser degree, Sweden, Israel, Belgium, Belarus, Italy, North Korea, and more. 
For U.S. companies, even larger profit is in the annual Pentagon budget. 
Over $60 billion was allocated to purchase new 

weapons for 2003. 

The Pentagon spends over $30 billion annually in research and development for new weapons. 
The U.S. armament industry is the second most subsidized industry after agriculture. 
The administration's FY 2004 military budget is a big increase over 2003 at nearly $400 billion when including funding for nuclear weapons that is under the Department of Energy (DOE) Budget. Moreover, military spending is scheduled to increase over the coming years with projections of a $502 billion budget in FY 2009. 
Steven Kosiak, director of budget studies at the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessment, says, "We've come to the point where we're spending more money than we spent during the Cold War." This money is to pay for a new generation weapons, including the militarization of space, which is a dream of never ending profits for the weapons industry. 
The top lobbyist for the 2000 elections was Lockheed Martin at $2.8 million. 
In 2001, Lockheed-Martin had $14 billion in sales of weapons to the U.S. and foreign buyers. Moreover, Lockheed Martin recently received a $3.5 billion contract to sell F-16 jet fighters to Poland. As a new member of NATO, Poland, along with Hungary and the Czech Republic, agreed to modernize their military and purchase new weapons. For the Lockheed sale, the U.S. Government loaned Poland $3.8 billion. The expansion of NATO is a vehicle to sell U.S. weapons, and not surprising, the weapons industry is the biggest lobbyist for NATO expansion. 
The small arms trade is also a lucrative business, totalling between 4-6 billion dollars per year. The leading exporters in terms of value are the U.S. and Russia. But this business is spread around the world with over 1,000 companies in some 98 countries involved in the production of small arms and/or ammunition. Small arms kill over 500,000 people a year in conflicts. 
The violence and obsession with armaments goes down to rifles and handguns, with the U.S. leading the parade. There are more than 65 million handguns in the U.S., and some 192 million in total firearms. In 1998 alone, dealers sold an estimated 4.4 million guns in the U.S., nearly two million of them handguns. The result was 12,102 people murdered by firearms. 
The nuclear weapons industry may soon get a new boast as the Bush team is threatening to resume nuclear testing at the Nevada underground site to develop new nuclear weapons, including "bunker busters" for use against hardened underground targets. 
The Cold War ended over a decade ago, but the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute reports the world nuclear stockpile in 2002 totalled over 30,000 warheads. In addition to deployed nuclear warheads, thousands more are held in reserve and are not counted in official declarations. Moreover, thousands of U.S. and Russian warheads are on a hair-trigger alert, ready for launch in a few minutes notice. The Center for Defense Information reports the United States spends $27 billion annually to prepare to fight a nuclear war. 

Today the war business is in full swing with thousands of scientists and engineers going to work daily with the task of building or developing new weapons, including space-based weapons that would turn the heavens above into a new source of terrorism for humanity below. 

At the same time, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan reminds us that half of humanity lives in poverty, existing on an average of $2 a day. The Arias Foundation reports that world military spending increased from $798 billion in 2000 to $839 billion in 2001. Half of the world's governments spend more on the military than for health care. This expenditure is a monumental waste of our wealth, resources, and intellectual talent for the means of destruction and astonishing profits for the armament companies. The war business is the world's ultimate criminal activity. 
We are at a pivotal point in history, thus the decision by the U.S. and Britain to wage war on Iraq, rather than working tirelessly for a civilized resolution through the United Nations, is a step backward to the barbarism of 20th century warfare. Time is crucial! It's imperative that we do all that is necessary to initiate a dramatic change to end the violence and war that now threatens the very fabric of our civilization. 
This requires that we pull down the curtain on the "architects of destruction" and put the war business permanently out-of-business. And it means ending the foolish quest to establish an American empire. We must put our energy and priority into strengthening and building a new United Nations. As former UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali puts it, a third generation UN. 
The first generation, the League of Nations, represented governments only. The current second generation UN is also comprised of governments which have the power, but it also includes a tremendous input and dependence on Non-Government Organizations (NGOs). The third generation UN must be democratic and also include the representation of the world's people and NGOs, and with some corporate responsibility. This could include a two-tier Parliament. One tier comprised of governments, and the second tier comprised of civil society. 
The imperative change in the third generation UN must be the ability to resolve conflicts between nations and peoples through the framework of world law. There is no workable alternative to end the war system with all of its political, economic, and cultural elements. 
"The age of nations is past, the task before us now, if we would survive, is to shake off our ancient prejudices and build the earth." - Teilhard de Chardin 


Douglas Mattern is president of the Association of World Citizens (AWC); a San Francisco based international peace organization with branches in 50 countries, and with UN NGO status. The website for AWC is www.worldcitizens.org Douglas is a contributing writer for Liberal Slant.
Sources for material in this article include: Center for Defense Information (CDI) 
Federation of American Scientists (FAS) 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIRPI) 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
United Nations Department for Disarmament 
U.S. State Department

Find more articles by Douglas Mattern in the Liberal Slant Archives
The views expressed herein are the writers' own
and do not necessarily reflect those of Liberal Slant
www.liberalslant.com
ARC at the Respect Festival - Millennium Dome Greenwich 19 July 2003

The Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC) had a community stall (with many other NGO's) right in the centre of the Millennium Dome, Greenwich, at the Respect Festival on Saturday 19 July 2003.

The free Respect festival was 'an anti-racist festival celebrating London's diversity organised by: Mayor of London'. It had music stages, a comedy stage, an exhibition of (London and local authority departments, unions and large NGO's), two exhibitions of community stalls for smaller NGOs, fun fair rides, food stalls, bars, and many activities for children. Many thousands of people of all races attended. Both inside and around the dome there was a symphony of colours, lights and music. Those outside enjoying the glorious sunshine.

ARC's stall consisted of one table, with various literature such as ARC's newsletter, literature on the UN (such as the Charter, Millennium development goals, UNA), ACTUN, DFID, arms trade, control, reduction and verification. Our new banners and some small posters on arms statistics enhanced our stall. The passing throng took over a hundred copies of our new leaflets. These were well received as very few being found on the ground in the nearby localities. Sweets were offered to children of parents who took our leaflets; with some adults also taking some. Those who stopped for a chat or showed particular interest were asked to sign our petition. Even though we did not push it, we got over 25 signatories. When the adjacent table became free later on when left some literature on it unattended. These were mostly snapped up. We were encouraged by the many positive and helpful discussions we had with a broad cross section of people; from many nations and diverse age groups..

We were able to sample some of the delights of the festival in moments away from our stall; browsing through the other stalls and exhibitions, and checking out some of the sound stages. On reflection we should have spent more time giving our leaflets to other groups who may be interested in or who will benefit from ARC. One of my aims was to speak about ARC on one of the sound stages. I had written my speech and cut it down from twenty minutes to about eight. I was told to ask on the day, and was pleased when told it should be ok early on. However, disappointment, when the time came I could not get near one stage (no security badge), and another was running too far behind schedule. With encouragement from my colleague Fidel, I made one last attempt at the large sound stage outside the dome. Incredible! Success, I was able to speak for about three minutes. After covering a few of ARC basics I was being hurried so I had to throw away most of my speech and wing it; getting the some of the crowd to say the chant I had dreamt up on gun violence. Blood Run Done, Cease, Now Peace. This and the very good reception of ARC's message made the respect festival a success for ARC. BIG thanks and gratitude to all those that made it possible; especially physically, financially, me speaking on the sound stage and the low priced community stalls.

Karl Miller, July 2003
Words of Wisdom
"There is a dynamic, triangular relationship between disarmament, development, and security. The more disarmament and development are advanced, the more security is enhanced and strengthened. But most nations haven’t yet made the mental leap that security today requires the development of the human being, not the preparation for war."
From 'DEVELOPMENT AND EQUALITY' by Douglas Roche A former Canadian Member of Parliament and Ambassador for Disarmament.

"The unleashed power of the atom has changed everything except our thinking. Thus, we are drifting toward catastrophe beyond conception. We shall require a substantially new manner of thinking if mankind is to survive."  

By Albert Einstein (Scientist 1879-1955)

" Human security should also have major implications for defence policies and practices. When diplomacy and peacebuilding, and other economic, social, and political responses, fail and civilian populations are victimized by widespread violence and humanitarian crises, military forces are increasingly called upon to come to their rescue. But, without adapting and modifying military forces and their operations to conform to human security standards and imperatives, the world will continue to bring fundamentally inappropriate and counterproductive military responses to bear on humanitarian and human security crises – Kosovo, Chechnya, and Sudan are among the examples currently making headlines."
By Ernie Regehr-Defence and Human Security Ploughshares Monitor, December '1999 Defence and human security' 

"A  new understanding of defence and security policies is indispensable. Public opinion must be better informed-of the burden and waste of the arms race, of the damage it does to our economies, and the greater importance of other measures which it deprives of resources. More arms do not make mankind safer, only poorer."

From the report 'North-South : A Programme For Survival' By Willy Brandt-Ex German Chancellor

 "We have a moral obligation and duty to think, speak, and act first as citizens for a peaceful world, and next as scientists. The higher our education is, the higher our responsibilities are for a humane world." 

Plato 5th-4th Century BC

"But I also made it clear to [Vladimir Putin] that it's important to think beyond the old days of when we had the concept that if we blew each other up, the world would be safe."
George W. Bush, US President and Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, preaching on the US position on Health and safety (from CAAT news June-July 2000 / Issue 166 - www.caat.org.uk )
Upcoming Events   !!!

Stop The Arms Trade - Shut DSEi (Defence Systems and Equipment International arms fair), 9-12 September 2003, London Docklands. Organised by CAAT www.caat.org.uk. Tel 020-7281 0297 Email dsei@caat.demon.co.uk CAAT will be organising protests throughout the week. 

Saturday 27 September

LONDON. End the Occupation of Iraq – Freedom for Palestine National demo organised by Stop the War Coalition. 12 noon onwards. More details can be found at

www.stopthewar.org 

November 2003-'Constructing the Defences of Peace: Prospects For Disarmament in the 21st Century' Arms Reduction Coalition Meeting in House Of Commons. More details will follow.

Saturday 9 November LONDON. Remembrance Day lecture at the Imperial War Museum with Mairead Corrigan, organised by Movement for the Abolition of War. http://www.abolishwar.freeuk.com 

Saturday 22 November LONDON. “Tackling Root Causes of War”, World Disarmament Campaign Annual Conference. Speakers: Johan Galtung (Transcend) and Malcolm Harper (UNA). Wesley’s Chapel, City Road. Contact 0131 447 4004 or 020 7702 7633.

Some ARC Organisational Supporters 

1. Womens international League for peace & freedom (UK) - WILPF is an international non-governmental organisation (NGO) with National Sections in more than 40 countries, covering all continents, and with an International Secretariat based in Geneva and a United Nations office in New York. Establishment in 1915, committed to the achievement of peace and justice, and the full enjoyment of human rights. WILPF brings together women from all over the world who are opposed to war, violence, exploitation and all forms of discrimination and oppression, who wish to unite in establishing peace by non-violent means based on political, economic and social justice for all. http://ukwilpf.gn.apc.org/ 

2. Founded in 1977, Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action offers the opportunity to explore the meaning and practice of nonviolence from a perspective of deep spiritual reflection, providing a means for witnessing to and resisting all nuclear weapons, especially Trident. 

We seek to go to the root of violence and injustice in our world and experience the transforming power of love through nonviolent direct action.  Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action is a 3.8 acre piece of land in Kitsap county which shares 330 feet of fence with Trident nuclear submarine base. Ground Zero was purchased in December of 1977 by a collective of people using money donated by many of you and was incorporated as a land trust. www.gzcenter.org/ 
 

3. The Glencree Centre for Reconciliation- is a membership-based association of individuals who subscribe to the object of fostering mutual respect, tolerance and understanding between individuals and groups in conflict, with a view to building peace and reconciliation within the island of Ireland, between Ireland and Britain and beyond. It is an autonomous organisation which seeks to work together with all those trying to build peace, in whatever area of society. 

Uniquely in the Republic of Ireland, the Glencree Centre for Reconciliation at Enniskerry, County Wicklow provides facilities which are expressly devoted to peace-building and reconciliation issues. 

Glencree offers space and programme possibilities in the belief that new ways can be found to deal with conflict in a democratic society. Glencree is firmly identified with the aspiration to build a truly pluralist Ireland. www.glencree-cfr.ie 

4. Fundacion Cultura de Paz (Spain) - Chairman: Federico Mayor Zaragoza head of UNESCO (1987-1999), Following Professor Mayor's guidelines, UNESCO created the Culture of Peace Program. The Culture of Peace is a set of values, attitudes and modes of behaviour that reflect respect for life, human beings and human dignity. It gives top priority to human rights, rejection of any form of violence, and adherence to the principles of freedom, justice, solidarity and tolerance, as well as understanding among nations, groups and people. It calls upon everyone - individuals, groups, associations, educational communities, companies and institutions - to commit to the following in their daily activities: Respect all lives Reject violence Let your generosity shine through Listen in order to understand each other Preserve the planet Reinvent solidarity (from http://www.fund-culturadepaz.org/eng/english.htm)

How you could Help ARC

The Arms Reduction Coalition currently requires people to:

1. Serve on its committee

2. Join ARC project teams to implement various projects.

3.  Review ARC's organisational development plan

Contact Karl on 07903 967 355,

 E-Mail: info@arcuk.org
Late News
The following resolution submitted by ARC was almost unanimously passed at Stop The War's People's Assembly on Saturday 30th August 2003 in the main hall at Friends House, Euston, London UK. 

"The People's Assembly calls upon the states of the UN to honour their pledge made in Article 26 of the UN Charter "to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the worlds human and economic resources", by agreeing and implementing a legally binding instrument, to reduce the amount of resources spent on arms by between 1 and 5 percent for a period of between 10 and 25 years, and to spend the resources saved on programmes that benefit humanity and the earth. "

ARC's secretary, Karl Miller gave a short speech to propose the resolution, to the 1,000 strong assembly with delegates from Stop the War and other groups from around the UK. Karl opened with "In considering this proposal, please be mindful of the fact that 4 millions people have died in Africa in the last 4 years due to the effects of conventional arms. 4 millions dead in the last 4 years. That’s like the whole of North London dead in the last 4 years." He continued with quotes from Dwight D Eisenhower "Every gun, every warship, every tank and every military aircraft built is, in the final analysis, a theft from those who are hungry and are not fed, from those who are naked and are not clothed.", and Ex-Swedish Premier Olaf Palme; "It is very unlikely that disarmament will ever take place if it must wait for the initiatives of governments and experts. It will only come about as the expression of the political will of people in many parts of the world." He informed the audience that world military expenditure in 2001 was over US$840 billion. He ended saying the present cycle must be broken:  

"A) Large amounts of resources are used to make weapons.

B) The weapons are used to maim and kill people and to destroy their homes, their infrastructure and the environment.

C) The UN, NGOs and people who care are left to pick up the pieces and try to alleviate the resulting poverty and suffering and rebuilding their environments. 

D) The world turns. Humanity advances. The weapons are replenished by more advanced and destructive ones and the cycle starts again."




The Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC) is campaigning for the states of the UN to agree and implement a legally binding instrument, to reduce the amount of resources spent on arms by between 1 and 5 percent for a period of between 10 and 25 years, and to spend the resources saved on programmes that benefit humanity and the earth. This reasonable proposal is based on Implementing Article 26 of the UN Charter, which the states of the UN have committed “to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the worlds human and economic resources”.





THE ARMS REDUCTION COALITION (ARC) 


PO BOX, 42567


London E1 2WP


Tel: 07903967355 / 07776231018


E-Mail: �HYPERLINK "mailto:actun@btinternet.com;%20jadding37@aol.com?subject=WEB LETTER:"��info@arcuk.org�


Web: � HYPERLINK "www.arcuk.org" ��www.arcuk.org� �Newsletter 4 July/August 





ARC's Priorities


One of ARC's priorities is to obtain premises with post receiving facilities, a desk, phone, filing and room for monthly committee meetings.


Another is to raise enough funds for a one day a week worker.


We will be grateful for any assistance you can provide.
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