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Overwhelming majority of UN member states support the reallocation of military spending. 

On 8th December 2005, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution, (below) bought forward by its major Disarmament Forum, the First Committee. The 60/61 Resolution on the ‘Relationship between Disarmament and Development’ (RDD) was resoundingly adopted by 177 of the 180 member states voting, and sets out, amongst other things, a programme for the member states of the UN to establishing mechanisms releasing resources hitherto spent on arms for economic and social requirements, not least, for the development needs of third world countries.  
This years Resolution was sponsored by Indonesia on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. For sometime now it has been customary for the General Assembly to agree Resolutions put forward on RDD, even though military spending has actually been rising over the past few years. Yet, cause for optimism may be found in projects coordinated by the UN High Level Steering Group on the RDD enabling UN agencies to work together on projects incoporating RDD, as well as the discussions around the funding a proposed Humanitarian Standing Fund, which would enable aid agencies to immediately draw specifically for humanitarian relief.
Countries In favour of the Resolution (below) were:  Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Finland, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia and Montenegro, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. Those against were: United States, and those abstaining were: France and Israel. For further information go to: http://disarmament2.un.org/vote.nsf
Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[on the report of the First Committee (A/60/463)]

A/RES/60/61

Relationship between disarmament and development
 The General Assembly,
Recalling that the Charter of the United Nations envisages the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for

armaments of the world’s human and economic resources,

Recalling also the provisions of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly concerning the relationship between disarmament

and development, 1 as well as the adoption on 11 September 1987 of the Final Document of the International Conference on the Relationship between

Disarmament and Development,2

Recalling further its resolutions 49/75 J of 15 December 1994, 50/70 G of 12 December 1995, 51/45 D of 10 December 1996, 52/38 D of 9 December 1997, 53/77 K of 4 December 1998, 54/54 T of 1 December 1999, 55/33 L of20 November 2000, 56/24 E of 29 November 2001, 57/65 of 22 November 2002 and 59/78 of 3 December 2004, and its decision 58/520 of 8 December 2003,

Bearing in mind the Final Document of the Twelfth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Durban, South Africa, from 29 August to 3 September 1998, 3 and the Final Document of the Thirteenth Ministerial Conference of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Cartagena, Colombia, on 8 and 9 April 2000,4

Mindful of the changes in international relations that have taken place since the adoption on 11 September 1987 of the Final Document of the International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development, including the development agenda that has emerged over the past decade,
Bearing in mind the new challenges for the international community in the field of development, poverty eradication and the elimination of the diseases that

afflict humanity,

Stressing the importance of the symbiotic relationship between disarmament and development and the important role of security in this connection, and
concerned at increasing global military expenditure, which could otherwise be spent on development needs,

1. Welcomes the report of the Group of Governmental Experts on the relationship between disarmament and development 5 and its reappraisal of this significant issue in the current international context;

2. Stresses the central role of the United Nations in the disarmament development relationship, and requests the Secretary-General to strengthen further the role of the Organization in this field, in particular the high-level Steering Group on Disarmament and Development, in order to assure continued and effective coordination and close cooperation between the relevant United Nations departments, agencies and sub-agencies;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take action, through appropriate organs and within available resources, for the implementation of the action programme adopted at the 1987 International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development;2

4. Urges the international community to devote part of the resources made available by the implementation of disarmament and arms limitation agreements to

economic and social development, with a view to reducing the ever-widening gap between developed and developing countries;

5. Encourages the international community to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and to make reference to the contribution that disarmament could provide in meeting them when it reviews its progress towards this purpose in 2006, as well as to make greater efforts to integrate disarmament, humanitarian and development activities;

6. Encourages the relevant regional and subregional organizations and institutions, non-governmental organizations and research institutes to incorporate

issues related to the relationship between disarmament and development in their agendas and, in this regard, to take into account the report of the Group of Governmental Experts;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its sixty-first session on the implementation of the present resolution;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-first session the item entitled “Relationship between disarmament and development”.

61st plenary meeting

8 December 2005

1 See resolution S-10/2.

2 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.87.IX.8.

3 A/53/667-S/1998/1071, annex I.

4 A/54/917-S/2000/580, annex.

5 See A/59/119.
 _______________
ARC Public Meeting asserts need for awareness of role of conflict in underdevelopment.
On Thursday 8th December 2005, ARC held its first public meeting for many months: 'Securing Trade Justice : How can we end poverty amidst the current trade in arms?', at Friends Meeting House, Euston, London. The meeting was planned to coincide with White Band Day 3 (Dec 10), an international day of solidarity where Global Call for Action against Poverty, (GCAP,-of which Make Poverty History Coalition was the UK wing) campaigners across the world sent a clear call for a fairer foreign policies on aid, trade and debt to the G8 delegates attending the World Trade Organisation talks in Hong Kong. Our meeting differed from many similar gatherings taking place, as we decided to make the focus of our meeting the role the arms trade plays in maintaining poverty.

Long time peace campaigner, Bruce Kent agreed to chair the meeting and speakers invited were : Sheila Triggs and Katherine Ronderos of Women's International League for Peace and Freedom(WILPF), James O'Nions of Campaign Against the Arms Trade (CAAT), Explo Nani-Kofi of African Liberation Support Campaign, (ALISC), Oliver Cummings of Saferworld, Karl Miller of ARC and Laura Cheeseman of International Network on Small Arms. Unfortunately none of the major Make Poverty History (MPH) development NGO's were represented in the speaker line-up as they had declined offers to speak.

Attendance was capacity and the speakers could be heard adequately. The first speaker Sheila Triggs of WILPF, spoke of the admirable aims of the MPH coalition in the way they had clarified to the UK public the way trade, aid and debt policies of the G8 countries daily consigned thousands of people to death and dire poverty and saluted the way MPH "attempted to hold our (UK) government to account on these issues". Sheila went on to highlight the disproportionate power of the global military industrial complex. .

Sheila Triggs then passed the floor to her colleague Katherine Ronderos who had just returned from her native Columbia where she had been researching Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. Katherine gave testimony of how the violent struggles in Columbia between paramilitaries, guerrillas and army had crippled the peaceful functioning of society, and how few economic opportunities in the country meant taking up arms with one or other of the warring factions simply "Becomes a strategy of surviving, especially for young men and women". 
Next James O'Nions of CAAT focused on the discrepancy of the G8's noble trade policy aspirations and their actual trade practises. He gave details of how the G8 countries are the leading arms exporters in the world and are responsible for 89% of arms sales to the developing countries. In discussing the UK's arms trade practises, James confirmed that UK arms exports total 900 million pounds a year, which are mainly arms sales to developing countries. He spoke of how such sales were usually loans to such countries which were then clawed back through stealth. Explo Nani-Kofi of   (ALISC), spoke passionately and eloquently about the proxy wars in Africa and how if poverty is to be made history, the wealthy northern countries-whose way of life is underpinned in large part by profits from arms sales to African countries have to stop meddling in African affairs. Explo expressed happiness to those attending the meeting and affirmed that ALISC has, does, and will support any and all organisations that want to organise a true 'African Unity'. He also stressed that wealthy western nations must cut off banking relations with greedy African politicians.

After these speakers there was a half hour intermission, where the panel took questions from the audience.

At the resumption Oliver Cummings of Saferworld discussed the role conflict plays in curtailing development in South Asia. He spoke about the work Saferworld is doing in Sri Lanka involving facilitating relations between civil society, rebel combatants, and national security forces. He described Sri Lankas challenges in detail; a country where 39% of the people live below the poverty line and in ongoing clashes between the LTTE (Hindu 'Tamil Tigers') and the Sri Lankan government (Sinhalese Buddhists) 60,000 people have died, 2/3rds of them civilians. 
Next, Karl Miller of ARC spoke of the more than 9 million Africans who have died over the last 10 years as a result of wars fought with foreign weapons. He asserted that the wealthier nations could not give aid with one hand and sell arms with the other and earnestly expect to see any progress in the plight of the lives of the poor. Karl's speech articulated the dismay with which much of the audience had listened to the previous speakers when they had used statistics to refer to the depth of poverty within war-torn countries. He capped it by referring to a 1998 UNDP Human Development Report that stated just 50 billion dollars a year would be needed to meet the worlds basic needs.

The last speaker was Laura Cheeseman of IANSA Laura spoke on the direct link between conflict and underdevelopment, and how strategies to fight poverty cannot succeed without taking into account the trade in small arms. Laura outlined the effects of war on a nations public services and how armed groups purposefully target schools and hospitals. She outlined the way war burdened developing countries economic resources by drawing from World Health Organisation and the World Bank figures showing that injury and violence contribute almost 15% to the burden of disease in the developing world. Laura's presentation was followed by another half hour of questions to the speakers, before the meeting drew to a close.
_______________

UN Programme helps turn swords into ploughshares in war-torn Liberia  

Updating the biblical injunction to "turn swords into ploughshares," the United Nations mission in Liberia is training former combatants as blacksmiths as part of its reintegration and rehabilitation programme to help the West African country recover from almost 15 years of vicious civil war.     
The former fighters have been "trained to fight a new war - the war on poverty," Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Alan Doss said in awarding certificates yesterday to 30 men and women who had completed the three-month course, calling the new blacksmiths "foot soldiers in this war."    
The tools made by the blacksmiths will help small farmers increase production, contributing to the larger process of getting Liberia's agricultural sector back on its feet.  "Agriculture must be at the forefront of Liberia's economic recovery," Mr. Doss said at the ceremony in the town of Tubmanburg.    
Blacksmithing is "an ancient and honourable trade" and will provide the new graduates with the ability "to turn swords into ploughshares" in today's Liberia, he added.     
The training was organized and financed by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and supported by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) and Liberia's Ministry of Agriculture.    
The new blacksmiths have been trained to take scrap metal and turn it into farm and agriculture implements such as hoes, rakes, shovels, axes, cutlasses as well as poultry feeders and buckets.    
  
For more details go to UN News Centre at http://www.un.org/news
"There is one slogan I would like to suggest for 2006: No Arms sales to Africa"  
Says UN Special Adviser on Internal Displacement 

On Feb 2nd 2006, Dennis McNamara, special UN adviser on internal displacement, slammed world powers for neglecting some 12.5 million Africans uprooted within their countries, who form half of the worlds internally displaced persons (IDPs).  He accused the West of supplying the weapons fuelling African conflicts which leave civilians homeless--and prey to war crimes, hunger, disease and rape--while greedy companies exploit oil and mineral wealth. "Guns are at the heart of the problem ... There is one slogan I would like to suggest for 2006: No Arms sales to Africa. Zero. Not an embargo, not a sanction, a voluntary cessation of all arms sales to Africa," McNamara told a news briefing. "The kids on the streets of Nairobi, Khartoum, Abidjan and Monrovia have guns in their pockets or up their sleeves ... We provided the arms. We the west, we the G8," he added, referring to the Group of Eight industrialised nations. McNamara dismissed large rock concerts -- such as the Live 8 series held worldwide last July under the slogan "Make Poverty History" to pressure the G8 -- as focusing short-lived attention on starving babies while distorting deeper problems."The pop concerts save the kids for a short period of time. They do nothing about the underlying problems," McNamara said. "Twenty years after Live Aid, the farms of Ogaden of Ethiopia are as impoverished and likely to have famine as twenty years ago. Nothing has changed on the ground, in fact it has gotten worse," he added. He said debt relief was a good idea but only one part of a much bigger issue. "The rape victims of eastern Congo dont give a damn about debt relief. They want to know who is raping them, who has provided the guns and can they get HIV tests," he added. Yet refugees or ex-combatants returning to post-war areas ranging from Angola, southern Sudan to former Zaire find that basic services such as water, health and education are lacking amid massive unemployment, he said."It is all very well to have these important slogans, but it is not enough. The food aid and humanitarian aid is often a substitute for real political, economic and security action....This is a danger of humanitarian aid. It is a palliative, but we should stop kidding ourselves that it is a solution...In fact, it detracts from solutions."
Source: Geneva, Switzerland (Reuters)
_______________

"The immense majority of citizens of all cultures, beliefs and ideologies demand the right to live in peace". Says ARC Patron
Federico Mayor Zaragoza, acting in his role as Co-Chair of the United Nations High Level Group for the Alliance of Civilisations released a statement (below) outlining the Groups' position on the current events surrounding cartoons depicting the Prophet Mohammed.
DIALOGUE AND ALLIANCE OF CIVILISATIONS
February 6, 2006
Respecting freedom of expression without limitations is not incompatible with comprehending and even sharing the indignation prompted by certain imprudent forms of manifesting that freedom. When freedom of expression is not accompanied by an appropriate dose of self-contention, there is a risk that the reactions of the aggrieved may be disproportionate and enraged. The solution never lies in censorship, but rather in cool-headed dialogue and, when warranted, the intervention of the courts of justice. But now it is imperative that all countries, on both sides, make an urgent call for dialogue and conciliation. Learning to live together, all of us different, but united by the same principles, "in brotherhood," as described in Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The immense majority of citizens of all cultures, beliefs and ideologies demand the right to live in peace, and it is incumbent upon all of us in the exercise of our own rights and duties, to make that demand possible. We must make an urgent effort towards dialogue and conciliation, towards alliance rather than confrontation. Identifying what unites us and evaluating what separates us, to forge our inevitably common destiny.
Federico Mayor - Co-Chair of the United Nations High level group for the Alliance of Civilisations
_______________

Call for papers and viewpoints
Do you have any details of any events you are undertaking that you would like us and other readers of the ARC update to know about? We invite you to send us updates, info about actions, meetings and general details about your efforts to enhance international peace and security for inclusion in our literature and the ARC website.   
Working with ARC
ARC is at present looking to build relationships with peace and disarmament activists who have a specific interest in the Environment, Science issues and national and International Crime. If you have a good knowledge of how arms affects, or interpenetrate, any of these issues, we would like to hear from you. Contact Fidel: ngo@arcuk.org, 0208 502 7673 / 07899953977                                                                                        
The Arms Reduction Coalition is working to implement UN Charter Article 26 by transferring resources from arms to programmes that help Earth and its inhabitants.
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The Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC) is campaigning for the states of the UN to agree and implement a legally binding instrument, to reduce the amount of resources spent on arms by between 1 and 5 percent for a period of between 10 and 25 years, and to spend the resources saved on programmes that benefit humanity and the earth. This reasonable proposal is based on Implementing Article 26 of the UN Charter, which the states of the UN have committed “to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the worlds human and economic resources”.
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